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aml bi th oleh 
Early Sundey mornigg, right a*ter break°ast, whikesihe qui 6C 


early kitchen noises wes—the—men—sound—erreund—the-heuse, my grand*ather 


would be out cutting the arkes peony buds, the lushes branches 
‘4 { 
of lilacs and sha*ts o° bleeding hear&és dripping their delicate pink 
“y druolhe, Of ven. 
blossomse He would put tiemeeti in pails and set them in the shade o° the 
| 


PS er pn i ee 


old astikan apple tree. "The tree itsle€ wae too old to blossom 
A “i Lar, Ota ete 
i bebeet was something seeimetwhiech e an old bench was-pleesd, it-made=e=mice 


Ld 
i ; prece-toatt 
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E Then grand*ather and I would go to church, WA 
‘preparation ComebHié-over ww grandmother put out my best pant yond a 


na ol aan 


jacket and a clean shirt. wouie wear one o° grand “ether tet oho the 


A j long end tuckied inside. my—shart. Fwoutt-eatso-hero=borhkeve i marana 

} soUs 
E a T CE hides EE CEE A was W 
kept in the dotton..o- the-kitehn -cabinete , and—_i4-ed-ayg.cmelged 9° 

J 

E a 

: shne-—pottek, Grand*ather would supervise my shoe shining , Grandmother 

“would supervise my “ace, ears, fingernails and knees washing. 

d Tho—okareh-was- IED iwo b ookssawegy. Iwould 

l 


a digni*ied way down the “ront walk and'up the street, grand jabber frwoning 


EEr Witt 


at Uededddtdd? walks that had not beenssept and grass “thet: Go ne been 


| swept up “rom, recent cuttings, sa sareni hg maything-oithor 
| à left or right. The street always seemed espeiclly attractive to me, 
| 


walk at grandfather side, sometimes carrying his bible. We wal ked in 
| 


pi There were perhaps twenty hoses between our house and the church, eash 
with a esis lewn eed breos and shrubs, one or two with a ogee S 


E Weroleel wtu $ pe 
h ' lewn planter atime begonias, No one on the street took in roomers and 


es , . : EZZ : con 
Pt only one or two,in those days, had been divided into a vartmentes Mepete 
Es O mittia «ath, 


The sunny days were wonder “ul days Lor those housese The Bide, would be oa 


TN 


j _ ot. witk lea*y shaddows andòsabtinos=emi even those that 1 were nbt re 


“ 
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. were uniqly part o° a plot o°“, land that memekow esch house had a 

way o° possessings ach was two stoies tall with a ay roo * and 

a fancy cornice and,at the time that I “irst got to know them, which 
was s ortly a*ter the “irst world war, they were only “orty years old. 
They had verandas | most o* them, that went arround two sides, Each house 
sat back ‘rom the side walk at lest thirty feet with eivty or y 30 
between them. Their clapboards were stright, not warped a PANTE 
settleing as some o” them are now. It wgs before the time o° atiéicial 
brink and stones each house appeared to be whet it was, manmade and 
ge ate? en” anem soon the ‘emilies had maids housekeeping 
was ae aa Iam afraid that there was eis gracious living. There was 


Dijana Longe yabimirye Men tatden tere elf O Atal hamlle ) 
busy» scubbing, cooking ash shaking and carrying out, washing and 
cog à 5 A Cri EINT SE D; 
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mending and sewing and dusting and polishing and blind pulling down 
A 
to keepthe “urrèburs apolstering and rug in the parlor “rom “ading 


and conserving o° goods- and canning» There was not much budgeting since 
neti heat ha Abbr yar brata., CMe, Beare lonag MG cere tag 


most peop e bought em cash poeren Ghat Lhe rs Wahi ore 
tass There was security in the walk with grand°ather to the church . 
since-semehow this was anresher orderly way to live and be and it did 
not occur to grand*ather that there was any other way, nor to me 
eithere 

Thef church, built slightly ater the neighborhood, 
was o° granite, not greyput browinish, modled gemewedly> after the 
pace lie i post offices and small tom rail road stations and 
banks. Grendtather always shat in his own particular place. The minister 
sat in “ront dressed in & “rock coat on a raised plet°orm and behind him 

Grtclenn cat. benal triate ntl, A Aegan 


peeping over an E E sorso- half partition was the chòiera, 
Uero? Mieycertig Ler, Va 


jena behind them, rising in n imppeasive-nejesty, She pipes o° the organ. 


Now, on roxigibing pene churoh seems smell, but in ‘those „3878 it was 
halena Saatel 
the: letgest space I had ever been in, except “or the. armory w hich I 











had visited once, The organ mustic was ‘ar and away the lousdest noise 
I had ever heards pe-heps-not_the loudest,—but- eertainly “the mest 
en G noise, Whendesp tones-o* the base” pipes, gee inisde me, 
á 
am made me sol Crenstime=toesime~ that “I and the room must surely 
Durst aparts"But-grentcabher-sebquitely; “resisting my SMELL paiia. 
The sermons-1do not Yrénember;"thoueh I remember shahaine whaer the minister 
stood one Sunday on childrens day and leading the congegration in the 
lords e nso I did not know beyond the “irst two lines, but it 
mde no di*°erence because everyone else seemed to and it went on the the 


finish without me. pubisa OEREO E (trand-ather kept track o° 


the text used by the minister in his sermon, writing the date ad 


ee 






he--*ound’™ one text being overdone, or minsters thet seemd™tor-dray 


$ 
con*licting meanings "roratext . x Years later I oame 
apross Grandfathers (bible among his e”°ects and noted with surprise 


eres 
= 


how many parts of th bible had,in all the thirty years grandfther kept hiš 
records, never been used, as-the=basis—or-eny=sermon. 
In church I was never given enything to play with or 


distract me from my boredom. and I was bored and tle seets were hard-fnd™ 








Grandfather was not amusing. This is not to say he was unpleasant. 


thee, 
He ws just not *ull D loaie later beceme 


aware that grandfathers were supposed to Oe On t e way home he might 


ü 
Says Well, T wonder what your grandmot’er had ‘or dinner." Or he mihgt 
say," I didn't think much o° the se#mon." Or he did, Or he. might talk a little 
i 


avout his gardedn in which Ke worked onsen or he might oberse 
some matter of fact think about the people we passed on the street which 
were not many. Usually we wae all going in the same direction on Sunday 
either to or “rom church, ara\hfe walkd at resepctable distances *rom each>d other 


in quiet twosomes or threesomese Le werpassedy*iverpeople Am a group 
they were aenar to- se. catholics and grendfathens-greet ing was noticeablef 
restrained-as-bhough-our-directions weve not only gesumeniteal bub=-in "ll 
oaii svernant,, . l 


Sunday dinner was a glorious thing? a clean Marala 2 


‘tablecloth, the silver set out in an orderly way with the nakkins all 
; z£ 


prepesiy roled in their rings, Grand*athe rsthe most impressive of all 
becauge it vas guarded by an eagle with red jewel eyes. His a lso was 
the chair witha rms, and et the other end, near the kitechn, gveninothors eaten” 
T e dining room hed a plate rack jon which at neat intervals,wepe plates 
with pictures on them, a carving on a piske o^” goal o° a coal mine, 
a plate that said pah american oxpisakzon with a picture o° President 
Mckinly. The only addition to the collection I can remem er over the years 
was 9 plate thet had a picture o° an airplace with the numbers NX2I1 
which was the number on"Lindys plane". It was not. pretty but it was 
interesting, especially the coal mine, In the corner e——the=veom was 
a ourved china cabinet with the good plates in it, and the good] glass 
wear and the chrystal vases and the serving disches that hadbeen -part o* 
great A T golden wedd ing aniversary ei ee We never aoa them 


except. atbhanksgivings They were being: savede / $ ee i 
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In a ceremonial woy, Suday dinner was great grand*athers. He was 
a man in good clothes and a mustash smelling of shaving lotion who 
treated his son and daughter in law in the intimate manner reserved 
for servants. But there was a certain g“andeur to him. Dinner began 
about ten minutes after he cemehome “rom church services at the Babtist 


church, not the Methodist church where Qrend*ather and I went. This 


separation had come about “rom some church “eud which I never understood 


~ and which had nothing to do with theology. But great grandathey, 


be*ore I was up for break*ast jrould have set out “or church with hs 
gold watch chain and his alegator Mgøygyg carved ivory handled cane 
not to return until several minute ater we had come home. Theb sight 
of him comming down the avenue was a signal “or livley activity in the 
kitchen with grandmother warming and taking out o° the overn and grend“ather 
tryk in his vewt and shirt aleeves, Arter great grand-ather died 
we stopped on the way hom ‘rom church at a corner store, not like the 
Hew fork and big city corner stores but a store thet was more like 
a neetly maintained ARNESE to buy a newspaper-- but great grandfather . 
didn't abide with ‘unny papers and saw no need “or newSe 
That it was grand°athers house was indicated only 
by the “act that he sat in the chairnwith the arms on it. ,Grand°ather 
sat more or less Be ke commenting on the “ood with the assurance 
o° a man who had the | right to be objective, and more than once I oan recal 
my grandmother biting her lip at some comment Great grand*ather made 
about the texture o° the chicken gravey or the lumps in the squashe 
But most of all the recollection o° dinner recalls ‘the gracee This was 
a ceremonial thing and by wathcing out “rom under my eyes while i > 
grendfather and gfg@dd? great --and°ather bowed their heads with hheir 
eyes closed I could see grandmother making a last check o“ the the table 
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deciding what she must rush out to the kitchen to get as soon as 

the amen camee But “or gand°ather and great grand*ather, the grace 

was & peck. It was the only point at which they mentioned love ‘or 
éach other or the world et lergee Whatever connection our house had 

with any thing that we could not see on our street was summed up in 

the grace. In this act the “ood got sancti*ied and we were all 

dedicated. The purpose of it was never clear hut somehow therewas 


there wasa 





brut A 
T-em—suroe What fae grandfather thought | I am not at all sure, but I 
chink it was amet somvthing thet he had been brought up to hve 


respect fore 










grantor bor was born ici 


D 


because he “hea PRT ho. Mane his daughter Birdies 
i 


recovered fram Yai én all his live acted as though he wás a bit o° 
a disappointment/ to people , emancipeting nnek only hy dint of 


iolind onto oppionions var ongly and without a particular talent. 





I kept qitiet 






sidès on the table, KEAMEKYER-RAMMMCEMARWOCee The 
drad to talk bù e ifi the midst o* this 












was not se Ives 





quiet m ssi os wi sbi g 

Er Apa usue Z Pidage w en PERKA reat grand°anterh 

Ms uld *roll up hi pki and pronouce the |dinner satisyaéborye “his did 

Be nod pleg Jo much because she could feel that she had satjistied 
pe- x graet grand“e for as becuas this was the sign thet he was “eeling we’l)and 
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sat opposite to each othar on the 
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us releasing the 


Ishe Aid n onouc: 
and wh hewas j 


y the tension his bad humor could 


emonis M s linne r -eeneludeé Gr ndmaother 















created e 





setting about the business o° clearing the table, ttekines—pserkaps 


i a tet ea h hing 
D 





or do, than servant like go about t i = 

grand “ethe r, once egains in his shirt sleeves and vest, would go out on 
the back porch snd gether up the pails of “lowers, wrap them all in 
t care ul cones o° newspapers. would help by looking carnest—and 
br concerned “ur tre biossoms lest they be crushed. Once wraped, grand*ather 
would put on his coat, ead grandmother would come to the door and se coeulel 
ix Bes te Eaten o eB e ee ie with his bundles and I with 
my Girkounity and the sence o° company. 

Fort Wali tury was a mouple o° miles away, AØgg 
pst downtown and a “ew bloks past the county court house and the post 


office. The town wes oposite end tog that part o the city the t 





once was “ashionable now was shabby but the public buildings end the 
? . ometary had been PAXXĚZZĒdggygg laid out wg beore new *ashions 
came. When I wnet with grand*ather he would take a street car, 


a little twenty eight passengar a° air thet bounoed along wi 


illusion o° o° carriage that semekew had eluded its Horsese Though 


dowhtown we would glide and out the other side o° the store section 


PP Oe SI 


oe to a quiet street corner where hed you alighted form the street car, 


t i : Ape could see pet the end of the side street oppdseite, the stone 





arch entrance to the ocenemtary, like the gate o° an old walled city. 








while g “rom one lip o° the edge to the other there was ah 





Decorating the graves was en enterprise #ø which I shafted with 
grand°ather in which we both-penhaps "elù “ree. I remember/¢hd 


a pace where the drive wound up arround the top o^ a ledge 





tee eeveivigs 
even path that dipped down end up in a cressentemd > it was “unn 
s on the trip dom 

to run it giveing onesel” to gravity and coasti g up the opposite side. 
Theap Hear the top o° Fort i11 there was the ireon “enced in area 
where grand*thers sunt and uncle were buried, Near the bottom o° the 
slope in a flat space Great Grandmother wes burried and ‘or th space 
in front o° AENA stone Grand^ahter reseved the best of the *lowerse 
There seemed to be among the keepers o° the graves a tendancy to 
borrow E holders for grand°ather was alsways searching sor 
the as bias belonged to our graves, es muttering and scowling 
about the neighbors who robged them o^“ their decorationse Scattered 
throughout the co metary were Yag water Paucet sep hf §randthter 
wauld “irst go to the g aves gather up the pots and the metal cones with 

the spike in the botton erry them in a bundle to the water faustes z 
eat wrince them out, “i1] img a BER “resh water, end—here—cameuin hy | 
only sudeca] service “o2—He would @arry them brim “ul, “nom the Pausets 
back to the graves where grand*ather would sort out the blossoms in : 
appropriate piles, ER ineach boquey the bloossoms thought 
ZA be the “avori es o° those who re:ted there, lilacs “or the aunt 
end uncle end bleeding hears ggg “or his mother. Gees de lo 
One the way home “rom the cemetery we would ey 


pass a monument that was distingushed *rom all the others “or its 
\ hartnr Qa ham tr ot AR terore 

size end plainness. It was a simple oblesque” related to nothing ~~ 

else in the cemetary though not in any way ciscordent ‘rom it. I 


many ways it was the most eloquebt o° all, not part o^ any row but 





4 


3 ¥ ae | = 
5 Se AN, OMY = amr i È Sees). ee p 





especially solitary and especially silent. I remember the spring 
anlata i 
we came to the ceme tary a°ter I learned to read and “ound that 


A 


there were words carved in the weathered marble. WHO IS oHEREPD 
WEEP TOR LOGAN. 
"Who is logan Grampa?" 
= GREA logan was an indian." 
"What : does that mean grampa??" 


"A long time ago Logan was an indian chief 
Oriki aed. ^ 
end he lived near here, But he was driven out and his “amily ver 
” a 2 : s 
killed. Wha is there to meee for fogant is something he said a°ter , 
Lteauir thtine etre Ctr Stet Ligh — rrttettir Her, 


that happenede—He- meant that there was noone to-weep-°or-him with 


all_his—amidy-eateas Who is there to weep "or logene Nothing 


OCtasineesbhab-bime has ever seemed so desolate. 
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se 





Lite with grandgather was always a little 


like going to the cemetary, ther were always “lowers being put 


on tombstones, vTe™past..wasreveoredwith-e-tenreity- that wes—wot 
without..disappoimtment.- The rogtso® the “amily were not in thesmall 
town den. ee I knew tg but qe ina village eighty miles away 

in the hilly country in the south eastern part o° the state. Beyond -that 


and farther back was legend ,aldl,.carecubly~reported™ in a book ”theb-norone 
‘in-my~imnidecte—camily-has-ever—read. There.—isrthhe—we¢e¢¢—hilly—tend 


T Une 


tire lita risches to some sn ieg” durine bho oiri =n T Par 
Llr Berge Aa. 
Olena Ley creding ot horses aid Eo Ottrers—by-means—o*—the_hard bnaining it- mposed 
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i ee 
and—obhremnen_lamous among the rish—ec-the natione There in A chancy 


speculation with a ii 009 men døgg made the choinces that 


produced great “ortunes , others chose the land and digeevedddd ` 3 
baw Ta 
their decendants disappe ae AR the respectable middles classes 





of large cities. People always were leaving the villages and th 


towns, moving on to other serene and on “rom there to cities. From 


r y 
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ty—eromwhich my- pene m came there—came also-the Le Cy ee 
Cle ve leet? M Meeues +” Ry Oh en caw, Zereudt< Se. Creme akh, À 


nino manu acturod Crowrttors e crenklines-who aated and-automabiko 7, 
henge 


lage 
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cend tha-Rocke?eliers—-ran-e Little-ways-eway. There were , Guitters ielās 

Othe MA bree o 
and-basks who mae bike neme in education and pbhitiose These were theb names 
that related our ‘amily to the wevents of my grandfathers century, -ane 
j their-progeess-was-tho -progress..Grandfather.took-intoreaccount. To him 
Ywedde the world was Hartford mills, Center lysle, Mishigen hill 


‘and then epéoble who had grown up there and gone out “rom thereto become 


amous e 


Grand“athers yearning “or the live o° the skall ' 


town was -shared by many others, sho-ceme-orom-there-and=ons—o-be 








meaning “ulevenbs-was<the Douni ons -igt periodically esourred during 
old hom e week, when the halg-dozen *amilies still remaining i 
Certrdtnee 
£ Hart°ord mills would call the ibers togahter. Idno-not-r-cell 
the_detailss»—bus I dý rember the trip in thetchevrolet, the pioknic in 
the church yard, the visit ing to the cemetary, the service in the 
church, which nos was not used ^or’ regular services and need a a ndew 
roof, the experience o° distance among the “anilies that came there, 
some with chauf*eurs, one with a wife who would not leave the car but 
nr think? 3 
must be ted by the chau*’emr, the hearty farm families, second cousin 
pete . A 

whose imaculate living room smelled, o° kerosene, Summer bi nter Spring 
and Pall. We-werewetcome end graa to be there and there was *rineship 
and talk o° old times in theStade o° trees my “ather had played under 
on his boyhood visits and trees my greatgrad°athers, “ather had planntdd 


ote hy Cu e 
But there was also a “inality in the sence that each visit was e~==@inal 


day in a livetins , the town could never be put together again, Mould 


never be as good again. T e church would never be wo white and 
dtraignt again, the graves never again be ‘reshe Allthat remains *rom 
to generation among us’ 
generation a? a pull back to the land, a yearning ‘or roots and 
a 
a sence o° place, and indenti*ication with some sourcecode Will this be 
lost? Is it a cultural thing that disapæœ ars ‘rom Mving bones when 
placeless rootless 
the „appartment and the, suburb has consumed all the childrene, and like 


logan there is none left to weep “or all the past and all the su**ersing 





and all the injustice, endured by, mothers and children and men who 
rootless, placeless _ 
worked and died and let notheing but their children. And is A 
Wang PD d 4 Metre. 
this what people seek in the suburbs:with their talk about their children, 
ie, È s 


“end pee -endeis this the—souree—o°the r-dtollusionme: =m 
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_ Iwas old enough to wath a home being destroyed, put in packing 


' boxes, piled in a truck and moved aw,ye ‘The c m*ortable chair in w) Teh 
J I had been nursed became just something on the vack o° a daa 
: and it never looked the same in any oghher place. The windows through 
Shich I hed seen light ining for the “irst time and through wihh the 
roling sound o° thunder shook were looked asiad Fes the lastttime 
as Iwakched the truck pullm awaye There wérethe oracks in thesidewalk 
f I had learned to sakeate arround the humps in the walks erom the 

elm rrots, and the aud window s and the bare rrom in which I had lived 
i z and that wax the end o° Auburnec 
X = There was no welvome in Rochester. For the “irst 


time I sew wtreets where people lived without trees and wide cactory streets 






that were not main streets, It was raiky when we moved into a house in 





Roonhester, and I crept to a window inthe attic and lboked out on a city 












for the “irsttime that was not my city and dom whose s reet zi would | 
; never walak with myb grandfather. and-somehow-therores—enother—world 
thet a did not mow and sudedenly I as_grow-up-in-e-dicarcog-wes 
‘AIEOUNTOM o } 






Inwas homesick. 





K I suspect thatoto my parents Inwas a big sista 
Bei i asees We ror Chat w w) 
£ They weve together “or the “irst bimp but duddenly there vachedabout ti thom 











anotne x S ; au om oO nd w 0) ni 0 -anou 5 i > My rather came tö; it not come 
= to ve FE RN as an inhabitant. to X 


ae ae ‘out: With in it. We borrowed a. rugn- rom a sencond cousing war: 







“aiming room snd a paok, “or the iming zoome 
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The lady who livedupstairs (n there was always 
some one upstairs) was a nice lady who played valencia on her electric 
phonograph aren was bhe ‘Loudest thing I had ever heard outside o° a church. 
Down the street was the ball park “or the international Legue team o° 
“Fea Wings, beyond thet a small ane with paths in and out o^ the bushes 
and beyond thet the school. .Kindergartden and the é@irst grade in auburn 
had beenn iubreneive but small, the sand box, the circle regs “loor 
arround which we sat, the ptotted “lowers, the curtains in the principals 
office. I learned to write with a pen and playwith other kids in the yard. 
Phone were=very,int imate PPS There was no trouble except when, dnte-on 
the way home in winter, I piked with a stick at an old robins nest in a small 
pine tree in the “ront yard o° a ee house and a strange lady (it 
was ing two blocks away “rom where we lived) eame out ‘nd gave-me a very | 
bad scolding, threatening at the end ‘to have the police come and get me. 
I ran all the way home and hid -= too ics eee 4 to tell anyone of the 
crime I had commited. The ‘act is that many / ‘things in“lioted on children) 


dy wayso™ punishment went far beyond wyhat Aves hegana: but there-was in 


the small town a conviction that the. eveil o° childr?n went deep into their! 
~—ould and that-it was necessary to critkhten-children to their very Ppgee | 


marrow to obtain th: proper responbe. Tt was because og? this thet I began | 
going home another way, pst a ani hy o” Foots house. There: was a foot girl ia 
our class in kindergarten, a delight°ul and sweet little gitl oF no ' 
particular individuality, his I played with in achodl ‘or a whole’ | 
‘yearnbefore she tole me frat she wals ‘colorede “comme her qg I walked with | 
her-sometimes and onog I nay have chliod her Nigger, or- sper else may hav 
I can't remember, ut she sat Suk on the a and would not be 


consoled. It was the first time I remember seeing anyone ony ~axvep to 


being hit and it.made an impressi on, wich T ‘Yecell mainl ror its latter 


—- 
. 
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Din: thes Dug 
an: Fromsbhoro home I passed a house where a prison guraed lied 


sith a wife who was an invalid but who sat day after day in a shed that 
extened to the Wee weaving rugns on a loom thet WAS the most erga al 
Chbhhav taral 
machinery I had ever seeno By some of the fds she was thought—to-be a witch 
but to me she was a wonder*ul shadowy lady who day after day alowed me to 
dy Uh, Afara e ikso? enalia 

look ak ana mystical workd o° dking A E, Atke nothing so 

OL santa Clause workship and the -enimated aobivities 
o2christmas windows.in-Cancy department—stores. 

But school in Rochester ani the walks aan 

were not like this. Bhe children were in “gr oups-sand=smal}-ganep 3 
sand each prided -itsel® on being tougier than-the-—other-butənones ro" 

them were»very toughs—Bub~they Were Trightéening 6rough-bo meke-me.long 
badly.to_belong-to-one-o?"thtita~==In.the Spring theyb»Layed—a_game with 
sharp pointed sticks which they.drove into the groung like daggers, 

harder than I could and i? their stick did something heroic thy < 

hed. the rightto-bat. your stick.o°? as £ r as they could, and 1 seemed 
alwaysto be chasing stick dog like until I gave upthe game and invented ay OWN 
Incould run and hide and did and in the never never Pant o^ the park bushes 
I would nide , indian Like, drop: ing clues only when my tollowers»thereatened 
to give up the search and abandon me to Hg my om gameo “BUt it was no 
Tineia 

I dont Imow i^ it was the knickers, the indiferen 
o“ the school teachers or my own “rail ego and insecurity but schooo 


was not a great experience “or meg A nice girl that sat opostieme 


was carted away in a froth o° epilepsy and samehow in her awkwardness 






there wasall the avkwardmess. Theres was no dignity to live, my own or otherw 


eng we were part of a city, and I never knew where my Gegeher lived or 
$ OV riana 
when she died 
A 


